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The Great Big Comedy Picnic – a quality comedy selection, back in Brighton.

Founded in 2003, the Great Big Comedy Picnic has been a favourite stand-up comedy selection of the Edinburgh Fringe. It returns to Brighton for its second year at the Brighton Fringe on 10th, 11th and 12th May – 10.30pm at The Temple.

Musical comedian, Ashley Frieze, who brought the show to Brighton for its debut last year, and has been involved in the Edinburgh show since 2005, is excited to be back in Brighton. “We had an absolute ball with the show last year. The audiences were amused, bemused and supportive in equal measure. This year we have a slightly different line up, which promises even more of the mix of comedy which makes the picnic a recipe for success.”

Ashley, who is also in “The Seven Deadly Sings” at The Quadrant, 4th and 5th May at 6.30pm, is joined by character comedian Bob Darwin (Steve Irwin meets Casanova) and by gagster Tony Cowards, whose jokes are reaching a wide audience via Twitter and a new radio audience.

With such a range of comedians, the Picnic promises a mouthful of fun for everyone.

The Great Big Comedy Picnic is at 22:30 (1hr) from 10th to 12th May at The Temple, 121 Western Road, Brighton BN1 2AD. Tickets are £5 (2 for 1).

Full Details

The Great Big Comedy Picnic – a quality comedy selection, back in Brighton.
The Great Big Comedy Picnic was started in 2003 by Ian Fox as a show to promote acts from the North West at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Discovering a very London-centric flavour to a lot of the existing comedy showcases in Edinburgh, Ian created a Northern comedy collective to allow newer acts, from his usual stomping ground of Manchester, to present themselves on a larger stage. The line-up has changed year on year, but the principle has remained the same – provide an excellent rolling buffet of good comedy.

2010 will be the eighth year of The Great Big Comedy Picnic and its second visit to the Brighton Fringe. With the blessing and assistance of Mr Fox, Ashley Frieze, a regular picnicker, decided to bring the same mixture of comedic styles and merriment to the Brighton Fringe for a repeat performance. 

Ashley Frieze, 36, who has been in the Picnic’s line-up since 2005, and who organised this year’s Brighton run, explains:

“We had an absolute ball with the show last year. The audiences were amused, bemused and supportive in equal measure. A week in Brighton felt like having the entire month of the Edinburgh Fringe in a super-dense mass of fun. It took a couple of weeks to recover. This year we have a slightly different line up, which promises even more of the mix of comedy which makes the picnic a recipe for success.”

The Great Big Comedy Picnic is at 22:30 (1hr) from 10th to 12th May at The Temple, 121 Western Road, Brighton BN1 2AD. Tickets are £5 (2 for 1).

This year’s line up includes:

Tony Cowards, originally from sleepy Suffolk but now an adopted "cocker-knee", has been performing his particular brand of hilarity all over the country since 2004.

A genial gagster whose material covers a wide spectrum, Tony is a popular act in comedy clubs around the UK. A prolific joke writer, Tony keep the laughs coming and isn’t afraid of a good pun. Tony’s likable ‘everyman’ character and wide ranging humour means that he is regularly a host comedy of nights for the military (entertaining various regiments, from the Irish Guards to the Royal Army Dental Corps) as well as universities, football clubs and festivals.

Tony recently made the breakthrough into TV (as a football pundit on "Anglia News", and appearances on BBC’s Celebrity Scissorhands and "The One Show") and film (in the demanding role of "Comedy Club Customer #2" in the horror classic "Hellbride").

Tony has also taken his hour-long shows, “Festival of Football 1 & 2” to the Edinburgh Fringe, combining football with comedy (much like Tony’s beloved Ipswich Town) which were well received by critics and audiences alike and that he has since performed at the Leicester Comedy Festival, the Offside Bar in London and various football clubs around the country.
Ashley Frieze, is a musical comedian, who has been performing on the UK stand-up comedy circuit since the beginning of 2003. In that time he has made people laugh in comedy clubs, rock festivals and on moving buses.

While many guitar-based acts use their musical skills to show off to an audience, Ashley has a unique angle: he cannot play the guitar especially well. To distract from such mediocre musicianship, his songs are rich with jokes, wordplay and audience interaction- he has brought many a heckler down with a jaunty melody. Despite claiming no great success in love, the set is laced with some of the more unusual love songs ever created.

With an infectiously joyous style of delivery and the energy to both lift the room and bombard the audience with quick-fire lines, Ashley's self-effacing and jolly persona quickly brings the audience to a state of merriment.
Ashley is also appearing at the Brighton Fringe this year in “The Seven Deadly Sings” – www.thesevendeadly.co.uk 

Bob Darwin, dangerous animal expert and general nice bloke. Hails from Wallarbraboruoga in West Australia and is currently touring the UK giving people a fabulous insight into the perils of dabbling with dangerous beasties! (His appearance is sponsored by the famous Australian aftershave 'Bastard!...for Men') 
Contact Ashley Frieze on Ashley@ashleyfrieze.co.uk, 07801 575 951.

Web – www.thegreatbigcomedypicnic.co.uk 
Twitter - @ashleyfrieze @tonycowards
