The Great Big Comedy Picnic
A Feast of Comedy Hits Brighton Fringe 2009 and it’s Free
www.thegreatbigcomedypicnic.co.uk

The Great Big Comedy Picnic was started in 2003 by Ian Fox as a show to promote acts from the North West at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Discovering a very London-centric flavour to a lot of the existing comedy showcases in Edinburgh, Ian created a Northern comedy collective to allow newer acts, from his usual stomping ground of Manchester, to present themselves on a larger stage. The line-up has changed year on year, but the principle has remained the same – provide an excellent rolling buffet of good comedy.

2009 will be the seventh year of The Great Big Comedy Picnic, and some of the acts who have been involved in the Edinburgh Fringe Festival shows have, with the blessing and assistance of Mr Fox, decided to bring the same mixture of comedic styles and merriment to the Brighton Fringe. Since the Edinburgh version of the show has been free since 2005, so too is the Brighton incarnation, presented as part of the Laughing Horse Free Festival at the Brighton Fringe.
Ashley Frieze, 35, who has been in the Picnic’s line-up since 2005, and who organised this year’s Brighton run, explains:

“The reason we’re running the show for free is to highlight what Fringe comedy is all about. We’re doing this for the love of it, rather than as a financial venture. Don’t worry, there will a tips jar at the back of the room if you feel the NEED to pay us. Also, Laughing Horse has been really good to us in Edinburgh and we wanted to continue their work in providing quality comedy for free. The ethos of the free festival is something which seems really relevant in the current financial climate.”

The Great Big Comedy Picnic is at 22:45 (1hr) from 17th to 21st May at The Quadrant, 12 North Street, Brighton. BN1 3FA.
This year’s line up includes:

Kevin Bland, a writer and stand up comedian who is, quite frankly, old enough to know better. 

Living proof that a mid life crisis can swiftly escalate into a full blown disaster if left unattended; he stumbled onto a stage in June 2005 to tell some jokes. He never looked back. Which was a good thing. No audience back there. Following this first performance, in which his ability to face the correct way was enthusiastically received, Kevin was smitten by the business of show and proved his love for his new mistress by rattling up a succession of gigs up and down the nation and sometimes side to side.

He is also, quite possibly, the only onomatopoeic comedian on the circuit, blessed as he is with a name that suits him just fine.  

Ashley Frieze, a musical comedian, who has been performing on the UK stand-up comedy circuit since the beginning of 2003. In that time he has made people laugh in comedy clubs, rock festivals and on moving buses.

While many guitar-based acts use their musical skills to show off to an audience, Ashley has a unique angle: he cannot play the guitar especially well. To distract from such mediocre musicianship, his songs are rich with jokes, wordplay and audience interaction- he has brought many a heckler down with a jaunty melody. Despite claiming no great success in love, the set is laced with some of the more unusual love songs ever created.

With an infectiously joyous style of delivery and the energy to both lift the room and bombard the audience with quick-fire lines, Ashley's self-effacing and jolly persona quickly brings the audience to a state of merriment and keeps them there.
Bob Darwin, dangerous animal expert and general nice bloke. Hails from Wallarbraboruoga in West Australia and is currently touring the UK giving people a fabulous insight into the perils of dabbling with dangerous beasties! (His appearance is sponsored by the famous Australian aftershave 'Bastard!...for Men') 
